
Excerpt from Chapter 3 of DJUSD’s English Learner Master Plan: 

Family & Community Involvement 

including our Parent and Family Engagement Policy 
 

 

 

Assets-Oriented  

Culturally Sustaining & Strengths Based Education 

“We value students’ backgrounds, cultures & languages. We build upon these 

assets. We cultivate positive attitudes among students toward their own and 

others’ diverse identities.” 



Family & Community Involvement 

DJUSD welcomes and encourages families of students learning English as an additional 

language to become actively involved in their child’s education and school community. Serving 

three overarching goals, when staff and parents regularly communicate and work together, we 

establish shared responsibility in children’s learning and build strong dynamic communities. 

Shared responsibility and strong communities are the foundation for powerful student learning.  

 

Why Does Family Engagement Matter?  

 

Shared Responsibility  

Shared responsibility for student achievement is a guiding principle for districts across the 

nation. United States educational code §6318 Parent and Family Engagement underscores the 

importance of shared responsibility and meaningful two-way communication between families 

and school staff. Each Title I school outlines a School-Parent Compact, that describes the 

school’s responsibilities and the ways parents can support their student’s learning (ESSA 

Section 111[d]). At the district level, parents and staff annually re-evaluate our parent 

engagement policy, included at the end of this chapter.  

Student Learning 

Parent involvement in many forms is associated with student learning. Parent participation at 

school events, on advisory committees, and/or daily interaction with their child about school all 

are associated positively with student learning. A summary of research is provided by 

California’s Family Engagement Framework. DJUSD is committed to supporting parent 

participation in all of these capacities because parent involvement enhances student learning.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R3fh7C6myioxdq6TuKmq5f_kn6vWzOcKU3na5Bgiu3I/edit#heading=h.ozloytxt5hs7
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/documents/familyengageframe1.pdf


Build Community 

Family involvement strengthens our school learning communities in culturally meaningful and 

sustaining ways. Family participation at school events is the first step to building inclusive 

communities. Families may wish to volunteer at an event or in their child’s classroom, sharing 

something that is relevant to their field of work or cultural heritage. This gives other students the 

opportunity to learn from parents, and contributes to students’ expanding view of life 

experiences and areas of expertise. School and district governance also benefit from parent 

participation, becoming more genuine and nuanced from the collective experiences and 

perspectives shared by parents at school governance nights and at parent advisory committees. 

At every level, parent and family participation contributes to our learning communities.  

 

Options for Parent Participation  

 
 

 

  



DJUSD’s Title I, Part A  Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

This Parent and Family Engagement Policy (Policy) describes the means for carrying out 

designated Title I, Part A, parent and family engagement requirements pursuant to the Every 

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Section 1116(a). 

The purpose of this Policy is to: 

● To engage the community in supporting student learning  

● To develop shared responsibility and foster parent partnerships 

● To build community 

Sections:  

1. Developing Transparent Partnerships with Parents in School Governance 

2. Shared Responsibility for High Student Achievement 

3. Access and Equity 

4. Building Capacity 

5. Funding 

6. Integration of Systems 

Developing Transparent Partnerships with Parents in School Governance 

1. How will parents and family members be involved in the development of this Policy? 

(ESSA sections 1116[a][2][A], and 1116[a][2][F]) 

● Parents and staff review and contribute feedback annually at DJUSD’s Parent 

Engagement Night.  

● Incorporate input from Title I school annual parent meetings.  

2. How will parents and family members be involved in developing School Plans for 

Student Achievement (SPSA)? (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][A]) 

● Principals gather input from parents at the school Title I annual meeting. 

● Parents give input on schoolwide needs assessment 

● The schoolwide needs assessment informs the development of annual School Plans for 

Student Achievement (SPSA) 

3. How does DJUSD conduct an annual evaluation of this policy?  

How does DJUSD meaningfully involve parents and family members in the evaluation?  

(ESSA sections 1116[a][2][D], and 1116[a][2][E]) 

Please consider: 
● content of policy 

● effectiveness of policy 
● evidence-based strategies 
● purpose to improve academic quality of schools served under Title I, Part A 

● DJUSD collects feedback from parents and family members at schools’ annual Title I 

meeting.  

● Parents give input on schoolwide needs assessment. 



● The schoolwide needs assessment informs the development of annual School Plans for 

Student Achievement (SPSA). 

● Through each Title 1 school’s Parent Engagement Compact, administrators and staff at 

all our Title I funded sites actively engage our parents and family members in developing 

effective strategies that support successful school and family interactions. These 

compact agreements ensure that both families and staff are collaborating in improving 

student academic achievement.  The compact and our family engagement policy are 

reviewed annually and parent input is solicited during our Title I parent meeting.  

Interpretation and translation of materials at parent forums are provided in multiple 

languages to ensure that our staff and families are able to communicate needs and best 

practices.  

 

Shared Responsibility for High Student Achievement 

1. What types of options does DJUSD provide for parent and family involvement?  

(ESSA Section 1116[d]) 

DJUSD recognizes the important contributions parents and families make and provide 
opportunities for parents and families to:  

● Support their child in learning at home  
● Participate in School Events 
● Participate in Parent Education 
● Volunteer in their child’s school or classroom 
● Participate and contribute to school governance 

 

2. What aspects of school governance do DJUSD staff and parents and families 

collaborate on to promote high student achievement?  

(20 U.S. Code 6318) 

DJUSD staff work collaboratively with parents to develop:  
● District Parent and Family Engagement Policy  
● School Parent and Family Engagement Policy 
● Title I School-Parent Compact 
● School Wide Needs Assessment 
● School Plan for Student Achievement 

 

3. How does each school’s School-Parent Compact support staff and parents in developing 

shared responsibility of high student achievement?  

(ESSA Section 1116[d]) 

The School-Parent Compact outlines 
● The ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s 

learning 



● How to volunteer in their child’s classroom 
● How to participate in decisions relating to the education of their child 
● How to support children in their use of extra-curricular time 
● How to participate in school governance 
● Addresses the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an 

ongoing basis through: 
○ parent-teacher conferences 
○ frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress 
○ how parents will access staff 
○ opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class and/or observe 

classroom activities 
○ methods of regular two-way meaningful communication 

 

Access and Equity 

1. How does DJUSD ensure that the Parent and Family Engagement Policy is in a format 

and language that is easy for the parents and families to understand?  

(ESSA Section 1116[f]) 

● The Parent and Family Engagement Policy is reviewed by parents annually at each 

school’s Title 1 meeting, and the district’s School Governance meeting. 

● Parents ask questions and provide feedback.  

● The document is adapted to maximize access and understanding.  

● The Parent and Family Engagement Policy is translated into Spanish. 

● The document is organized into six key topics for discussion, and uses a question 

answer format to facilitate understanding.  

2. What barriers may parents face in participating in their child’s education, working 

collaboratively with teachers, or participating in school governance?  

(ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D][i]) 

 

Please consider parents and family members who are economically disadvantaged, 

disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or 

ethnic minority background.  

Barrier Plan for Access 

● Migrant Center is located 10 miles 
outside of Davis City Boundaries, 
limiting access to parent participation.
  

● We meet with parents at the Migrant 
Center at least twice a year, 
established a meal program for 
students and provided internet and 
Chromebook access.  

● Language Proficiency in English  ● Interpretation is provided at meetings. 
Notices and information are translated 
into Spanish.  

● Access to meetings ● Meetings are scheduled throughout the 



year at different times, to allow parents 
multiple opportunities to learn about 
and contribute to DJUSD’s parent 
engagement policy.  

● Childcare is provided 

 

3. How does DJUSD ensure that information is shared in a language and format that 

parents and families can understand? 

(ESSA Section 1116[e][5]) 

Please consider information about:  

● Accessibility of this policy 

● School and parent programs 

● Meetings 

● Other activities 

● Parents collaboratively contribute to key school governance documents, including this 

Parent Engagement Policy. During collaboration, parents give feedback to enhance 

accessibility.  

● All information is sent out in English and Spanish 

● Information is shared in multiple ways: district broadcast by email, website, principal or 

teacher’s email, posters at school, and students’ invitation to parents.  

● Interpretation is provided at meetings. 

 

4. What are the needs of parents and family members so that they may assist with the 

learning of their children, including engaging with school personnel and teachers?  

(ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D][ii]) 

● Trusting relationships between families and staff 
● Involvement opportunities with meaningful connections to student learning 

● Access and equity 

o Interpretation at meetings / translation of information 

o Child care at meetings 

● Parents have working understanding of:  
o CA State Academic Standards 

o How to interpret assessments 

o How to monitor their child’s progress 

Please see resource: Family Engagement Toolkit: Continuous Improvement through an Equity 
Lens: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/pf/ (google: CDE parent/family)  

 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/documents/family-engagement.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/documents/family-engagement.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/pf/


5. How does DJUSD provide materials and training to help parents and families work with 

their children to improve their achievement? (ESSA Section 1116[e][2]) 

● Schools host family literacy nights.  

● Schools host family math events.   

● DJUSD provides Adult School in courses such as English Language Development and 

citizenship. 

● Families are given invitation and access to Parent University speakers.  

 

Building Capacity 

1. What are the strategies used to support successful school and family interactions?  

(ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D][iii]) 

● Literacy and technology training are provided to support families in working with their 

children to improve academic achievement. 

● Training and resources are provided at school governance meetings to support parents 

in effective participation 

● Staff initiate meaningful two-way communication with parents, including parent-teacher 

conferences 

 

2. How does DJUSD support parents and families in understanding the following 

components of our educational system to help all students succeed:  

(ESSA Section 1116[e][1]) 

 

● CA state academic standards 

● State and local academic assessments 

● Title I, Part A requirements 

● How to monitor their child’s progress 

● How to work collaboratively with educators  

● During parent-teacher conferences, teachers guide parents in how to monitor their 

child’s progress in relation to state academic standards and assessments  

● Teachers establish meaningful two-way communication with parents 

● Frequent reports on children’s progress are shared with parents.  

● Secondary uses School Loop to communicate regularly with parents about students’ 

progress. 

● Instructional services directors and support staff visit the migrant center twice a year, 

once in the spring to support families register and initiate our Individual Learning Plan 

and Needs Assessment, and a second time in October to debrief summer school 

programs, curriculum, assessment results (CAASPP, ELPAC, and local benchmarks). 

 

3. What technical assistance does DJUSD provide to parents that supports their 

engagement in their child’s education and/or participation in school meetings? (ESSA 



Section 1116[a][3][A]) 

 

● The Davis Migrant Center has an established wi-fi connection and chromebooks are 
provided to students. 

● During school governance meetings, laptops are provided and staff work 
collaboratively with parents to access on-line resources, including California 
Department of Education’s Dashboard, Data-Quest, CA state standards, and local 
resources on our DJUSD website. 

● During school governance meetings staff and parents also work collaboratively to give 
input on shared interactive spaces, such as google docs. 

 

4. How does DJUSD build the capacity of all DJUSD staff on effective parent-engagement 

practices that support meaningful relationships and shared responsibility?   

(ESSA Section 1116[e][3]) 

During regular staff meetings and professional development, DJUSD staff discuss and work 
towards improving practices that: 

● Communicate the value and utility of parents’ and families’ contributions 
● How we reach out to and communicate with parents and families as equal partners 
● How we implement and coordinate parent and family programs to build ties between 

parents and families and the school 

 

5. How does DJUSD build the capacity of staff to implement effective partnerships with 

parents and families that improve student achievement?   

(ESSA Section1116 [a][2][B]) 

During regular staff meetings and professional development, DJUSD staff discuss and work 
towards improving practices that: 

● Reduce barriers parents and families may face in participation 
● Increase equity in access to parent and family participation 
● Provide parents with information, training and resources needed to effectively 

participate in their child’s education and school governance 
● DJUSD collaborates with community-based organizations to bring resources to 

families in need and to improve parent and family engagement.  

 

Funding 

1. How does DJUSD meet the funding requirements of Title I, Part A?  

(ESSA Section 1116[a][3][A][C][D]) 



● DJUSD distributes at least 80 percent of Title I funds to Title I schools. 

● DJUSD calculates 1% of the total Title I funds and this amount is reserved as the 

minimum that Title I schools will utilize to carry out activities and strategies that 

promote and increase parent and family engagement. Activities and strategies are 

consistent with DJUSD’s Parent and Family Engagement Policy.  

● Priority is given to high-need schools. 

● Upon annual review, sites confirm that 90% of the 1 percent was used to support the 

development of parent and family engagement.  

● The goal is to jointly develop best practices and systems that support parent 

involvement. Parents and family members of children receiving services are involved 

in the decisions regarding how the funds reserved are allotted for parental involvement 

activities. 

 

Integration of Systems 

1. How does DJUSD coordinate or integrate parent and family engagement strategies with 
other relevant federal, state, local laws, and programs?  
(ESSA sections 1116[a][2][C], and 1116[e][4]) 
 

● The School Wide Needs Assessment is part of local cycles of continuous improvement 

and DJUSD’s Multi Tiered System of Support (MTSS). Parents of students receiving 

Title I services, as well as input from parents of EL students contribute to the school 

wide needs assessment, integrating Title I and Title III requirements.  

● The School Plan for Student Achievement is developed with input from parents of 

students receiving Title I services, as well as input from parents of EL students, also an 

integration of Title I and Title III requirements.  

● Parents give input on funding decisions, part of DJUSD’s family engagement policy. For 

example, parents are included in reviewing and providing feedback on the Local Control 

and Accountability Plan (LCAP) (EDC 52062 and 52063). Parent input on the 

Consolidated Application Reporting System (CARS) reviews federal title resources 

DJUSD applies for, including Title I, Title II, Title III, Title IV, and Title VI.  

 

 


